
Christ The Saviour Orthodox Church 

American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 

10000 State Road 

North Royalton, OH 44133 

 

Parish Website:    www.christsaviour.weebly.com 

Diocesan Website:     www.acrod.org 

 

Church Phone:  (440) 237-9196 

Church Email:   christsaviour@live.com 

Schedule of Services: 

Sunday September 2nd: Obednitsa Service at 10 am – Parish Meeting 

Sunday September 9th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

Wednesday September 12th: Life Line Screening 

Saturday September 15th: Ladies Guild Induction Ceremony & Lunch 

Sunday September 16th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

For more dates of services check out the parish website’s calendar. 

 

 

If you wish to have someone added or removed from the Prayer list, please 
contact a member of the Royko family or send an email to:  

• christsaviour@live.com  



Prayer List: 

Living 
Theodore (Bunevich) Theresa (Popovich) Frank (Popovich) 

Penney (Royko) Sally (Hubiak) Ethel (Rusyniak) 
Eileen (Bunevich) Virginia (Shymske) Rosalie (Strachan) 
Kathryn (Royko) Thomas (Royko) James (Strachan) 

Tiana (Hosta) Logan (Gatchell) Doris (Gatchell) 
Marsha (Will) Emerson (Sirilla) Fr. Andrew (Harmon) 

Dolores (Royko) Pani Donna (Smoley) Jane 
Gerard (Mosback) Thomas (Sirilla)  

 

 

Departed 
Matushka Catherine 

(Jula) 
Very Reverend Father 
Doctor Stephen (Jula)  

Pani Magdaline 
(Blaschak) 

Joey (Jarvis) Vicky (Zabala)  
 

“All who truly believe in Christ and cleave to Him with all their soul, are changed into 
His image by the power of His Resurrection.” +St. Theopham the Recluse 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries:     

 Theresa Popovich- September 1st  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ the Saviour will be hosting the Greater Cleveland 
Ladies Guild on Saturday September 15th for the Board 
Induction Ceremony and Luncheon.  Please feel free to 
bring a food dish to share in honor of Gloria, the 
upcoming chapter president. 

 

 

 

Life Line Screening: 

As a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, is 
pleased to offer a preventive health event at Christ the Saviour Orthodox 
Church on Wednesday September 12, 2018. Five screenings will be offered 
that scan for potential health problems related to: 

• blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke 

• abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta 

• hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of 
heart disease 

• atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to 
stroke risk 

• bone density, for men and women, used to assess the risk of 
osteoporosis. 

Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and 
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All 
five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. There are three ways to 
register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced 
above $129, please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or text the word circle to 
797979 or visit http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. 

 



Epistle Reading: St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 1:21-24; 2:1-4 

 

Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has 
commissioned us; he has put his seal upon us and given us his Spirit in our 
hearts as a guarantee. 

 

But I call God to witness against me - it was to spare you that I refrained 
from coming to Corinth. Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with 
you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith. For I made up my mind 
not to make you another painful visit. For if I cause you pain, who is there 
to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? And I wrote as I did, so 
that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have 
made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of 
you all. For I wrote you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and 
with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant 
love that I have for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:2-14 

The Lord said this parable, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the marriage feast; but they would not come. 
Again he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, Behold, I 
have made ready my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and 
everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.' But they made light of it 
and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized 
his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was 
angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to 
the marriage feast as many as you find.' And those servants went out into 
the streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 

But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who 
had no wedding garment; and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding garment?' And he was speechless. Then the king 
said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer 
darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.' For many are called, 
but few are chosen." 

 

Saints and Feasts 

14th Sunday of Matthew; Mammas the Martyr; John the Abstainer, 
Patriarch of Constantinople; Paul, Patriarch of Constantinople; Ammon & 
Aeithalas the Martyrs of Thrace; Cosmas the Hermit 

 

 

 



Sermon on the 14th Sunday of Matthew 

       There are times when we want to make sure that we are dressed 
appropriately for what we are doing.  Some have to wear uniforms to work 
or school each day and will be disciplined if their clothing does not meet 
the standard.  Most people develop a sense of what to wear for everything 
from athletic events to weddings and funerals.  How we dress says 
something about our attitude toward what is going on and toward others, 
especially our host, our employer, or those we are gathering to honor or 
support. 

If that is true for us today, it was all the more so for guests at a wedding in 
the first century, especially the wedding of the son of a king.  It was the 
custom in those days for the host to supply each guest with a wedding 
garment, clothing suitable for the occasion.  Consequently, no one in 
attendance could have a good excuse for not being dressed in a way that 
honored the host, the bride and groom, and marriage itself as a sign of 
God’s blessings from generation to generation.  It is understandable, then, 
that the king in the parable threw out the guest who was not wearing a 
wedding garment.  For by neglecting to put on the garment he had been 
given, he was refusing to show respect for the celebration, much less to 
take part in it in a worthy manner. 

Though we often overlook them, there are many times in the Bible when 
putting on particular kinds of clothing manifests our relationship with the 
Lord.  Adam and Eve stripped themselves naked of the divine glory by 
turning away from God.  As we chant in preparation for Theophany,   
Christ appeared in the waters of the Jordan in order to clothe the naked 
Adam with “the first robe,” to restore fallen humanity and the entire 
creation as participants in His divine glory. Remember what St. Paul said 
of baptism, “As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.” (Gal. 3:27) In the Orthodox baptismal service, the priest puts a 
white garment on the newly baptized person immediately after he or she 
comes out of the water with the words “the servant of God is clothed with 
righteousness…”   Then the chanter sings “Grant to me the robe of light, O 



Most Merciful Christ our God, Who clothes Yourself with light as with a 
garment.” 

The connection to today’s parable is clear.  The wedding garment is our 
baptismal garment, our putting on Christ, our participation in the healing 
and blessing of humanity that He has brought to the world.  The Savior so 
often used a wedding feast as a sign of the Kingdom of God.  The Book of 
Revelation presents the marriage banquet of the Lamb as the fulfillment of 
all things.  Christ is the Groom and the Church is His Bride.  In every 
Divine Liturgy, we enter mystically into that heavenly celebration, that 
eternal wedding banquet that is the salvation of the world. 

The question for each of us, then, is whether we are living in a way that is 
appropriate to our exalted identity as participants in this great banquet.  
Do we act, think, speak, and believe in ways that fit with the beautiful 
garments Christ has given us?  Of course, He Himself is our garment for 
we have put Him on in baptism.  Through the God-Man, we become true 
participants in the divine nature, nourished by His own Body and Blood.  
We are not only guests at the wedding, but the ones being united to the 
Lord in a deep, binding covenant that changes our very identity.  As 
always, God’s salvation is personal and organic, fulfilling His gracious 
intentions ever since He made us male and female in His image and 
likeness. 

The man in the parable had much less responsibility than we do.  He had 
simply been part of the crowd, the good and bad, invited to a wedding on a 
given day.  He would have worn the wedding garment for a short period 
of time, and doing so would have given him no obligations once the 
celebration was over.  In contrast, our baptismal garment gives us a 
profound responsibility throughout our lives to live in a way that shines 
with the divine glory, that radiates the light of Christ to a world so filled 
with darkness, death, and despair.  By putting on Christ, we accept a 
calling to do and say only those things that reflect His holiness, that flow 
from His righteousness and love.   It is not enough simply to be baptized, 
for we must embrace the new life the Lord has given us and do all that we 
can to grow up spiritually into “the full stature of Christ.” (Eph. 4:13) 



There are many kinds of uniforms that demand something of those who 
wear them. For example, soldiers and officers of public safety do not 
represent only themselves, especially when they wear their uniforms.  They 
must follow codes of behavior that give them legal duties that the rest of us 
do not have to the point laying down their lives.  When others run away 
from danger, they must run right into the thick of it.  Athletes and 
musicians often wear uniforms, which identify them as people who accept 
a certain discipline and take on a new identity.  Those who do not respect 
what their uniform stands for do not respect what their organization is 
about.  In any demanding group endeavor worth its salt, people like that 
must eventually get with the program or find something else to do with 
their time and energy. 

There is a parallel truth in the Christian life.  We are members of the Body 
of Christ and must all work together for our collective health and well-
being.  A wedding celebration is a social event, and so is the Divine 
Liturgy.  We do not commune with the Lord as isolated individuals, but as 
living members of Him and one another.  We show our faithfulness not 
simply by what we do for a couple of hours on Sunday morning, but most 
profoundly by whether we live as those who have put on Christ every day 
of the week, when we are not at Church and are wearing other uniforms or 
performing other tasks not usually associated with religion.  No matter 
where we are, how we are dressed, or what we are doing, we still wear the 
robe of light given us by our Savior.  We are never off-duty or out of season 
as followers of Jesus Christ, and we must live accordingly.  If we do not 
intentionally struggle to do so, we disgrace our high calling and risk 
excluding ourselves from the Kingdom. 

At the end of the day, we must extend the holy joy of the Divine Liturgy 
into everyday life.  That means making our time at work, school, home, 
and elsewhere an extension of the heavenly banquet, an offering of 
ourselves and world to the One Who is the source of life itself and all our 
other blessings.  It means that we must clothe not only one small sliver of 
ourselves with Christ, but every aspect of our life in the world.   We must 
not go around half naked spiritually or pretend that holiness concerns only 



one day of the week.   The Second Adam has come to restore the entire 
creation, turning the water of our most mundane tasks into the wine of His 
glory.   He wants us to celebrate and participate in the heavenly banquet 
every day of our lives.  We will be able to do so only if we act as those who 
worthily wear a robe of light, as those whose true uniform is the baptismal 
grown, the wedding garment of heaven. 

+Fr. Philip LeMasters 


