
Christ The Saviour Orthodox Church 

American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 

10000 State Road 

North Royalton, OH 44133 

 

Parish Website:    www.christsaviour.weebly.com 

Diocesan Website:     www.acrod.org 

 

Church Phone:  (440) 237-9196 

Church Email:   christsaviour@live.com 

Schedule of Services: 

Sunday July 8th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

Sunday July 15th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

Sunday July 22nd: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

Sunday July 29th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am & Council Meeting 

For more dates of services check out the parish website’s calendar. 

 

 

If you wish to have someone added or removed from the Prayer list, please 
contact a member of the Royko family or send an email to:  

• christsaviour@live.com  

 



Prayer List: 

Living 
Theodore (Bunevich) Theresa (Popovich) Frank (Popovich) 

Penney (Royko) Sally (Hubiak) Ethel (Rusyniak) 
Eileen (Bunevich) Virginia (Shymske) Rosalie (Strachan) 
Kathryn (Royko) Thomas (Royko) James (Strachan) 

Tiana (Hosta) Logan (Gatchell) Doris (Gatchell) 
Marsha (Will) Emerson (Sirilla) Fr. Andrew (Harmon) 

Dolores (Royko) Pani Donna (Smoley) Jane 
Gerard (Mosback)   

 

 

Departed 
Matushka Catherine 

(Jula) 
Very Reverend Father 
Doctor Stephen (Jula)  

Pani Magdaline 
(Blaschak) 

Joey (Jarvis) Vicky (Zabala)  
 

“Not every quiet man is humble, but every humble man is quiet.”            
+St. Isaac the Syrian 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries:  

 Penney & Brian- July 1st  

 Nancy & Emery- July 18th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Epistle Reading: St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 12:6-14 

Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us 
use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; 
he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who 
contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of 
mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to 
what is good; love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another 
in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 9:1-8 

At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed over and came to his own 
city. And behold, they brought to him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and 
when Jesus saw their faith he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, my son; 
your sins are forgiven." And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, 
"This man is blaspheming." But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why 
do you think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say 'Your sins are 
forgiven,' or to say 'Rise and walk?' But that you may know that the Son of 
man has authority on earth to forgive sins" he then said to the paralytic -- 
"Rise, take up your bed and go home." And he rose and went home. When 
the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given 
such authority to men. 

 

Saints and Feasts 

6th Sunday of Matthew; The Holy Great Martyr Procopius; Theophilos the 
Myrrhbearer of Pantokrator Monastery; Appearance of the Icon of the Most 
Holy Theotokos of Kazan 

 



Sermon for the Sunday of the Paralytic 

“Which is easier to say to the paralytic ‘your sins are forgiven’ or to say, 
‘rise and walk’?” 

This question posed by Christ requires serious reflection. Today’s gospel is 
about the practical application of faith. 

If you were blind or paralytic and I were to say to you that your sins are 
forgiven and to go in peace I wonder how that would impact on your 
inability to see or to walk. At the conclusion of my blessing the reality is 
that you still could not still see nor walk.  If I was that blind or lame person 
then prayer and blessing, although welcome, would not in any way alter 
my handicap. Your blessing and prayer may very well be good for my 
spiritual well-being but do nothing for my physical limitations. 

On the other hand, if I was paralyzed and you were to say to me rise and 
walk then you are putting yourself on the line to be condemned for 
ridiculing the handicapped. There is nothing worse than they holding out 
false hope, false promise or false faith. Such empty words would not only 
be cruel but mock and ridicule my human frailty. Imagine then, my 
amazement if as a result of your command I was able to rise, take up my 
bed and go home. Imagine the astonishment of my family who knew that I 
was crippled and now saw me whole. 

My world and their world would be utterly transformed. In the presence of 
such a miracle words of gratitude would fail. Would I believe in the person 
who so transformed me? Absolutely and irrevocably! Whatever medicine 
or therapy that I had tried to cure my paralysis, up until those words were 
uttered, had failed. I also would know that as a direct and immediate 
consequence of the words spoken by Christ I was healed. Could I do other 
than believe that the person who had healed me was God? – For God is the 
only one who can do the impossible. 

It can be said that as a direct result of my healing I saw, and I believed. 
That in the circumstances of my cure that would be easy to do. However, I 
wonder if Christ had only uttered the words “your sins are healed” 
whether I would still believe. How many of us if they had a choice between 



accepting either the proposition that their sins are forgiven or their 
infirmities healed would choose for their sins to be forgiven rather than 
their bodies healed? Everybody wants to be physically well. The reality 
however is that physical healing can only ever be temporary and remains 
whilst we are alive. Everyone dies and their bodily remains fall away. 
However, the soul remains. If sins are forgiven then the soul is healed, and 
I wonder of the two forms of healing which is more beneficial to me and 
you – even though we may not understand this to be so. 

Real faith however does not depend upon healing miracles as its basis. Real 
faith depends upon the acceptance of God as maker of heaven and earth 
totally, unconditionally, and unquestionably. Real faith is akin to leaping 
into the abyss in the assured knowledge that you will be caught in the 
loving arms of the living God. Real faith is its own reward. However, 
healing miracles are of assistance as they point to a power which is beyond 
this world and has all of creation as its dominion. 

So, what are the lessons from the paralytic and his friends? I think there are 
a number of points to ponder. Firstly, there is the unshakeable faith of the 
friends. They had total conviction that they would succeed if only they 
could come before the Christ. Secondly, we do not need to ask to be healed. 
Christ did not say to the paralytic “what is it you want”. He healed him 
freely. In a similar way Christ knows what we need before we ask him. 
Thirdly, as people in the world today with all its secular pressures, we all 
need some assurance that Christ is the God of the living. The world today, 
despite all its cynicism and atheism, if it was confronted with a miracle that 
allowed it to exclaim “we never saw anything like this” would in an instant 
cause all churches to be filled with people on their knees praying for 
repentance and lamenting the state of their souls. However, that is not how 
Christ wishes us to enter his kingdom. Christ wants us to seek the kingdom 
not out of self interest in that we would know that the alternative leads to 
the path to damnation but out of the exercise of free will and in the 
committed expectation that God loves us totally, unconditionally, and 
unquestionably. It is only then we can be said to be the children of God.  

+ Father John Athanasiou (Australia) 


