
Christ The Saviour Orthodox Church 

American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 

10000 State Road 

North Royalton, OH 44133 

 

Parish Website:    www.christsaviour.weebly.com 

Diocesan Website:     www.acrod.org 

 

Church Phone:  (440) 237-9196 

Church Email:   christsaviour@live.com 

Schedule of Services: 

Sunday July 29th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am & Council Meeting 

Sunday August 5th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am & Parish Meeting 

Sunday August 5th: Picnic at Memorial Park at 1 pm 

Sunday August 12th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

For more dates of services check out the parish website’s calendar. 

 

 

If you wish to have someone added or removed from the Prayer list, please 
contact a member of the Royko family or send an email to:  

• christsaviour@live.com  

 



Prayer List: 

Living 
Theodore (Bunevich) Theresa (Popovich) Frank (Popovich) 

Penney (Royko) Sally (Hubiak) Ethel (Rusyniak) 
Eileen (Bunevich) Virginia (Shymske) Rosalie (Strachan) 
Kathryn (Royko) Thomas (Royko) James (Strachan) 

Tiana (Hosta) Logan (Gatchell) Doris (Gatchell) 
Marsha (Will) Emerson (Sirilla) Fr. Andrew (Harmon) 

Dolores (Royko) Pani Donna (Smoley) Jane 
Gerard (Mosback)   

 

 

Departed 
Matushka Catherine 

(Jula) 
Very Reverend Father 
Doctor Stephen (Jula)  

Pani Magdaline 
(Blaschak) 

Joey (Jarvis) Vicky (Zabala)  
 

“Love is said to be God Himself which from the beginning the thorns of 
self-love have covered up.” +St. Maximus the Confessor 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries:  

 John & Mary Youngblood- July 29th  

 

 

The North Royalton Picnic is welcome to all and is being held at Memorial 
Park on August 5th from 1-8 pm.  There will be entertainment and free 
food.  The address is 14600 State Road, North Royalton, Ohio 44133. 

 

 

 

 



Epistle Reading: St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 3:9-17 

Brethren, we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I 
laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it. Let each man take 
care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can any one lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw - each 
man's work will become manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it 
will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one 
has done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, 
he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer 
loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not 
know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If any 
one destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, 
and that temple you are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:22-34 

At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed 
the crowds, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time was many furlongs 
distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against them. 
And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. But immediately he 
spoke to them, saying "Take heart, it is I; have no fear." 

And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the 
water." He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the 
water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and 
beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." Jesus immediately reached 
out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "O man of little faith, why did 
you doubt?" And when they entered the boat, the wind ceased. And those 
in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." And 
when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 

 

Saints and Feasts 

9th Sunday of Matthew; The Holy Martyr Callinicus; Theodota the Martyr 
and her Children; Holy Virgin Martyr Theodota; Constantine III, Patriarch 
of Constantinople; Pious King Theodosius the New; Seraphima the Virgin-
martyr of Antioch; Olaf of Norway 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon for Gospel Reading Matthew 14:22 - 34 

Our family visited the Grand Canyon a few years ago.  It is magnificent 
and awe-inspiring, but when hiking a trail or standing on an overlook, I 
recall that you have to pay careful attention because you are often just a 
few feet away from a very steep drop off.   Unfortunately, people have 
fallen to their deaths in the canyon simply because they didn’t pay 
attention to what they were doing.  

St. Peter made a similar error.  As he walked on the water with Jesus 
Christ, Peter let himself be distracted by the wind and the waves of a 
stormy sea.  Instead of focusing his attention and trust in the Lord Who 
miraculously enabled him to walk on the water in the first place, Peter let 
doubt and fear fill his mind.  So, he began to sink; but when he called out in 
terror for help, the Lord reached out to Peter and saved him from 
drowning. 

The story is even more profound when we remember that Peter had asked 
Christ to let him walk on the water.  Peter actually tested Him, “Lord, if it 
is You, command me to come to You on the water.”  As was often the case, 
Peter spoke before he thought, for he was the one who would be put to the 
test, the test to see if he really had faith; and he fell short. 

I imagine that we can all understand Peter’s situation.  We may think that 
we have a lot of faith and even put ourselves in situations where we know 
we will be tested, but then we let temptations, fears, and our passions take 
over.  We pay more attention to the dangers that threaten us than to the 
Lord Who gave us life in the first place and continues to enable us to walk 
by faith even through the most difficult challenges that the world presents.   
And when we do so, we sink like a stone thrown into the sea or a careless 
tourist who falls into the Grand Canyon. 

For as St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, our one true foundation in life is in 
the Son of God.  Our entire life is built on Him, the One by Whom all 
things were made, the One Who became the second Adam to heal our 
corrupt humanity, the One who conquered death in His third-day 



resurrection, the One Who has brought us into the eternal life of the Holy 
Trinity. 

When we turn away from Him, we turn away from our true selves.  We cut 
ourselves off from the truth, reality, and power that are necessary to 
sustain a life fitting for those created in the image and likeness of God.  
That’s why Peter started to descend to the deep when he gave more 
attention to his fears than to trust in the Lord.  And it’s why we all 
experience the weakness of slavery to our habitual sins, our passions that 
seem almost second nature to us.  We may believe with our hearts that 
Christ is the Savior, but our faith shows its weakness when we are 
confronted with a difficult challenge, when the waves seem so big and the 
winds seem so strong:  and we feel like someone who all of a sudden 
realizes that he’s trying to walk on the water in the middle of a storm. 

Yes, fear, panic, and anxiety will likely then seem more real to us in that 
moment than will faith, hope, and love.  The key question, however, is 
what do we do then?  For we have freedom, we are God’s fellow workers 
and He never forces us to love and serve Him.  We may give in to our 
temptations and allow our lives to be controlled by our self-centered 
desires and fears.  We may live as though there is no God, as if it’s simply 
up to us to figure out how to cope as best we can with whatever happens to 
us.  That may sound noble, but it’s still the path to continued slavery to sin 
and to the grave.  For even our best efforts can’t enable us to walk on the 
water, much less conquer death. 

St. Peter shows us a better way of responding to the sudden awareness that 
we are sinking.  He simply calls out, probably at the top of his lungs, 
“Lord, save me!”  This is surely a genuine acknowledgement that he knows 
his life is collapsing under its own weight, that on his own he’s headed to 
the bottom of the sea.   In crying out for Christ’s help, Peter shows that he 
does have some level of faith, but it’s not the strength of his faith that saves 
him.  Instead, it’s the mercy of the Lord. 

And even though none of us walks on water, we all stand in constant need 
of the mercy of Jesus Christ.  That’s why we sing “Lord, have mercy” so 



many times in our services.  It’s why the Jesus Prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner” is at the heart of spiritual vision.  
We focus on the Lord’s mercy so much because, like Peter, we are 
constantly tempted to turn our attention elsewhere, to think that what is 
really important, necessary, and urgent in life is something else of our own 
creation.    

Of course, we must give attention to our work, our education, our family, 
our friends, and many other significant things in the course of a day.  But 
these objects of our attention don’t have to distract us from the Lord.  In 
our daily prayers, we should ask for God’s mercy upon our loved ones and 
in our daily responsibilities and undertakings.  Whenever we are tempted 
to sinful words, deeds, or thoughts, we may call upon the Lord’s aid 
silently.  And we can do many things in life quite well while offering short 
prayers, such as the Jesus Prayer, whether  spoken aloud or not. 

Now let’s be honest, it takes effort to guard our thoughts and to pray from 
the heart when we are tempted.  It’s usually much easier for us simply to 
embrace anger, pride, lust, fear, despair, and hatred than it is for us to 
reject them.  That’s again why our epistle passage today refers to us as 
fellow workers with God.  Effort is required and it’s not easy.  But the more 
we struggle and perhaps fail, the greater awareness we will have that our 
situation is like that of St. Peter.  Apart from the mercy of Christ, we will 
sink and drown.  Apart from Him, we are like a building without a 
foundation which will collapse under its own weight.  

 And as St. Paul wrote, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”   A temple must be holy and 
dedicated to God.  For us to be a temple requires vigilance and 
perseverance to ground our lives in the mercy of Christ, for we are so often 
tempted to worship the false gods of our own devising.  All the more is the 
reason is to maintain a daily rule of prayer and to pray the Jesus Prayer as 
much as we can. 

You see, the more we turn our attention to Christ and His salvation, the 
better we will be able to respond to Him with faith, to walk with Him on 



the water through the storms of our own lives.  The more mindful we are, 
the closer watch we will keep on our thoughts, the better able we will be to 
reject the lies that we so often tell ourselves—and instead to open our 
hearts to the mercy of the One who is our foundation, our Savior, and the 
victor over sin and death.  Apart from Christ, we will sink like a stone.  But 
in Him, we become fellow workers with God for our salvation.  Let us keep 
our eyes and our hearts centered on Christ, for He is our only true 
foundation. 

+Fr. Philip LeMasters 


