
Christ The Saviour Orthodox Church 

American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 

10000 State Road 

North Royalton, OH 44133 

 

Parish Website:    www.christsaviour.weebly.com 

Diocesan Website:     www.acrod.org 

 

Church Phone:  (440) 237-9196 

Church Email:   christsaviour@live.com 

Schedule of Services: 

 Sunday February 11th: Obednitsa Service at 10am 

 Sunday February 18th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

 Sunday February 25th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

 Sunday March 4th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

For more dates of services check out the parish website’s calendar. 

 

Candle Prices: 

 -Large are $3 

 -Small are $1 
 

Our Calendars have arrived and are in the foyer! 



Prayer List: 

Living 
Pani Donna (Smoley) Thomas (Royko) Kathryn (Royko) 

Penney (Royko) Sally (Hubiak) Ethel (Rusyniak) 
Eileen (Bunevich) Jane Emerson (Sirilla) 

Theresa (Popovich) Theodore (Bunevich) Fr. Andrew Harmon 
Tiana (Hosta) Virginia (Shymske) Bonnie Harmon 

   
 

Departed 
Matushka Catherine 

(Jula) 
  

   
 

“O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wisdom hast thou made them all: 
the earth is full of thy riches.” +Psalm 104:24 
 

The Prayer list was restarted.  If you wish to have someone on the list, 
please contact a member of the Royko family or send an email to:  

 christsaviour@live.com  
 

The yearly envelopes are in the foyer with your 
name on the box! 
 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries: 

 Frank Popovich- February 5th 

 Theresa & Frank Popovich- February 5th 

 Ted & Eileen Bunevich- February 9th 

  



Sermon for The Sunday of the Last Judgement 

 

I would like for us all to think for a moment about what 
actions on our part could separate us from God.   We 
probably think of something really dramatic, like 
denying our faith, worshipping a false god, or 
committing murder or another flamboyant sin–probably 
one that we’re not likely to commit. 

            On this Sunday of the Last Judgment, however, 
we read that the standard of judgment is how we treat 
the hungry, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the 
prisoner.  To the extent that we serve these needy people, 
we serve our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.  And to the extent that we 
neglect them, we neglect Him.  Christ says to the righteous, “In that you 
did it to the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”  And He says to 
those headed for punishment, “In that you did not do it to one of the least 
of these, you did not do it to me.” 

            We learn from this passage that our relationship with God is 
manifested—is shown—in our relationship to the people we encounter 
every day.  The Christian life does not require us to perform extraordinary 
displays of asceticism and piety, but instead to become living icons of our 
Lord’s love and mercy in the mundane details of our lives, in our 
interactions with others, in our use of time, energy, and all our gifts and 
resources.  

            St.  John wrote in his Epistle, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 
has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?”   He also writes, 
“But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and 
shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?  My 
little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth.” 



             It is easy to be a Christian in word and tongue only, especially in 
West Texas where it usually costs us nothing to say that we believe in Jesus 
Christ, for that’s just a matter of words which are rarely challenged here.  It 
is quite a challenge, however, actually to be so united with Christ that we 
convey His love and mercy to everyone we meet, especially those who are 
needy and inconvenient.  That’s a very high standard of holiness.  And it 
goes beyond mere calculation.  For the righteous people in our gospel text 
apparently were not aware that they were caring for the Lord when they 
cared for those in need.  They did not figure out in their heads, “I need to 
treat this person well because in him I serve Jesus Christ.”  Instead, they 
spontaneously showed love and mercy.  Their actions reflected who they 
were. 

            Most of us are probably a long way from meeting that standard of 
holiness.  Instead of overflowing with Christ-like love and mercy toward 
the needy, inconvenient, and annoying, all too often we look for excuses 
not to help others because we have more important things to do.  And we 
are too busy and don’t have enough resources.  Other people’s problems 
are their fault and their concern, not ours.  Of course, these are simply 
excuses and lies that we tell ourselves due to our laziness and self-
centeredness.  

            The truth is that we don’t have to be wealthy in order to visit the 
sick and lonely, to help a child learn to read, or to volunteer as a tutor or 
mentor to a refugee.  Even a homebound person can send a note or email 
message or make a phone call.  We all have old clothes to give to the 
Salvation Army or Good Will.  Until our Lenten fasting kicks in, many of 
us will have enough iron in our blood to give the gift of life; yes, literally to 
save someone’s life by donating blood.  I imagine that all of us have the 
resources to put at least something in the “Food for Hungry People” 
containers during Lent.  No matter how young or old we are, we interact 
with people who need our friendship, our encouragement, and our 
prayers.  Instead of ignoring them, we all have the ability to treat them as 
we would like others to treat us, especially if we were sick, unemployed, 
alone in life, or in jail. 



            It sounds so easy, but we all know hard it is in practice.  And that’s 
why we need the spiritual practices of Great Lent, such as fasting, prayer, 
almsgiving, forgiveness, and reconciliation.  For when we humble 
ourselves before God and our neighbors in these ways, we open our lives 
to His strength, power, and healing.  When we turn our attention from self-
centeredness to God-centeredness, we gain experience in saying No to 
ourselves and Yes to Him.  We wake up at least a bit from the deceptive 
illusions we have accepted about ourselves and other people and begin to 
see ourselves and them more clearly. 

            We don’t have the eyes to see it, but even the person who irritates us 
bears the image of God.  That group of people whom we are inclined to 
ignore or hate or condemn is made up of those for whom Christ died and 
rose again; yes, they too are living icons of our Lord.   And, no, the world 
will not end if our plans, schedules, routines, and agenda are put on hold 
or replaced by those a Kingdom not of this world.   And since our goal is to 
enter that Kingdom, we shouldn’t be surprised when we are called to put 
the needs of others before our own preferences or when it is a little bit 
uncomfortable to do so. 

            St. Paul was right that “food does not commend us to God; for 
neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse.”  
He was responding to the question of whether Christians in his day should 
eat meat from animals that had been sacrificed to pagan gods.  St. Paul 
thought that the relevant consideration was how eating or not eating that 
meat affected other people.  If recent converts from paganism were 
scandalized by the sight of a Christian eating meat from a pagan temple, 
that’s a sin against one’s weaker brother and against Christ.  “Therefore, if 
food makes by brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my 
brother stumble.”   

            Let’s remember that we fast and undertake other spiritual 
disciplines in Lent so that we won’t cause others to stumble, so that our 
passions will be healed by our Lord’s mercy and we will then be in a 
position to become channels of His love to our neighbors.  Let’s face it, 
we’re not there yet.  Our anger tempts other people to anger.  Pride, envy, 



lust, self-righteousness, gluttony, and other passions distort our 
relationships with other people, even those we love most.  We tempt them 
to sin because of our infirmities and corruptions.  That’s unfortunately 
inevitable, because none of us is fully healed; none of us is beyond the 
distortion and weakening that our sins have worked on us.  

              As we prepare for our Lenten journey, we should keep in mind 
that fasting is not first of all about food, but a tool that can help us fight 
deep seated passions that keep us from seeing and serving Christ in our 
neighbors.  A bit of almsgiving won’t change the world, but it will change 
us by giving us practice in attending to the needs of others in how we use 
our resources.  Prayer isn’t magic, but in order to grow in union with 
Christ we must get in the habit of at least giving Him our attention. 

            If we want to become like the righteous in today’s gospel passage, if 
we want to be so filled with the love of Christ that we share His mercy with 
everyone we encounter, we need to take our medicine, we need therapy for 
the healing of our souls.  That’s what Great Lent will soon provide us:  a 
time to turn away from everything that keeps us from recognizing Christ in 
our neighbors and to learn to love Him in them.  As our Savior said, “In 
that you did it to the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”    Let’s 
use Lent to become the kind of people who already know the joy of the 
Kingdom of God.   

- Fr. Philip Lemasters 


