
Christ The Saviour Orthodox Church 

American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 

10000 State Road 

North Royalton, OH 44133 

 

Parish Website:    www.christsaviour.weebly.com 

Diocesan Website:     www.acrod.org 

 

Church Phone:  (440) 237-9196 

Church Email:   christsaviour@live.com 

Schedule of Services: 

 Sunday April 15th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

 Sunday April 22nd: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

 Sunday April 29th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

 Sunday May 6th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

 Annual Parish Meeting following Obednitsa Service 

Sunday May 13th: Obednitsa Service at 10 am 

For more dates of services check out the parish website’s calendar. 

 

The Prayer list was restarted.  If you wish to have someone on the list, 
please contact a member of the Royko family or send an email to:  

• christsaviour@live.com 



Prayer List: 

Living 
Theodore (Bunevich) Theresa (Popovich) Frank (Popovich) 

Penney (Royko) Sally (Hubiak) Ethel (Rusyniak) 
Eileen (Bunevich) Virginia (Shymske) Rosalie (Strachan) 
Kathryn (Royko) Thomas (Royko) James (Strachan) 

Tiana (Hosta) Logan (Gatchell) Doris (Gatchell) 
Pani Magdaline 

(Blaschak) Emerson (Sirilla) Fr. Andrew (Harmon) 

Dolores (Royko) Pani Donna (Smoley) Marsha (Will) 
Jane   

 

Departed 
Matushka Catherine 

(Jula) 
Very Reverend Father 
Doctor Stephen (Jula)  

Vicky (Zabala) 

Joey (Jarvis)   
 

“We should try to live in a way that of the gospels were lost, they could be 
rewritten by looking at us.” +Metropolitan Anthony Bloom 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries:  

 Julie Dunn- April 16th  

 Gloria Zabala- April 22nd  

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: 

 This is the first of three announcements leading up to the Annual All 
Member Parish Meeting on Sunday May 6th.  All parishioners are asked to 
attend! The meeting will begin immediately following the Obednitsa 
Service.  The church will provide a light lunch.  Please submit all 
nominations for parish council positions to christsaviour@live.com, Penney 
Royko, or Kathryn Royko.  All questions concerning membership status 
please see Penney Royko. 



Camp Nazareth will host the Diocese’s first Seniors’ Retreat from April 
23rd-25th.  The cost of the retreat is $110 for those ages 65+.  Please see 
Penney Royko if you would like to register by April 18th. 

 

The Tamburitzans are coming to Cleveland and having a show on Sunday 
April 22, 2018 at 3pm at the Breen Center for Performing Arts at 2008 West 
30th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44113.  Tickets cost $20 for adults and $15 for 
students 18 and under.  For more information check out the bulletin board. 

 

Life Line Screening: 

As a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, is 
pleased to offer a preventive health event at Christ the Saviour Orthodox 
Church on Tuesday May 22, 2018.  Five screenings will be offered that scan 
for potential health problems related to:  

• blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke  
• abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta 
• hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of 

heart disease 
• atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to 

stroke risk 
• bone density, for men and women, used to assess the risk of 

osteoporosis.  

Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and 
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount).  All 
five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  There are three ways to 
register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced 
above $129, please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or text the word circle to 
797979 or visit http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. 

 

 



Epistle Reading: Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20 

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by 
the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. 
None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high honor. 
And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of 
men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and 
laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his shadow 
might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the towns 
around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean 
spirits, and they were all healed. But the high priest rose up and all who 
were with him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy 
they arrested the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night 
an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and 
said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of 
this Life." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut 
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said to them: "Peace be with you." When he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so I send you." And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them, and said to them: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained." 

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him: "We have seen the Lord." But 
he said to them: "Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, and place 
my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, I will not 
believe." 

Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, 
and said: "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do 
not be faithless, but believing." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in 
his name. 

 

Saints and Feasts 

Thomas Sunday; Crescens the Martyr; Leonidas, Bishop of Athens; Michael 
the New Martyr of Smyrna; The 9 Monk-martyrs of Corinth; Padarn, 
Bishop and Founder of Llandabarn Fawr 



Sermon for St. Thomas Sunday 

Christ is Risen! 

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian offers us, as he says, 
a first-hand account of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He 
tells us about things he as seen with his own eyes and touched with his 
own hands, “that eternal life which was with the Father” (1 John 1:2, 
NKJV). And he does this so that, through his testimony, we may have 
fellowship not only with him but also with “the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:4, NKJV). 

But when we turn to the Gospel though the situation is more complex. 

The Gospel as well refers to what is known, first-hand, by the Apostles 
(including, by the way, John). When Jesus appears for a second time to the 
Apostles He tells Thomas “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; 
and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, 
but believing” (John 20:27). Thomas refused to believe without evidence. 
When he is told that the Lord Jesus had appeared to his brother Thomas 
responds by telling them: “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His 
side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). For Thomas, faith requires not 
testimony but empirical validation. Thomas wants to see and to touch 
Jesus. The testimony of his brother Apostles, the testimony of the Church if 
you will, isn’t sufficient for him. 

And so, because of His great mercy and love for Thomas, Jesus appears 
and offers His hands and His side for inspection. “Reach your finger here, 
and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. 
Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” As we hear in the hymnography of 
the Church, Jesus doesn’t “reject him for his faithlessness” but rather 
makes Thomas’s “faith … certain” by once again to the Apostles “through 
closed doors” (Vespers sticheron, Thomas Sunday). Or in the delightful 
and charming words of last night’s Aposticha: “Oh, most glorious wonder! 
Doubt bore certain faith.” 



We might, however, want to pause for a moment and reflect on the events 
between the first and second appearance of our Lord to the Apostles. 

Thomas, like maybe some of us, doesn’t believe the eyewitness testimony 
of the Church. Maybe he doesn’t believe because of “glorious wonder” of 
the Resurrection. Maybe his lack of faith reflects not their hardness of heart 
but the kind of blindness that comes from staring into the sun. Maybe his 
lack of faith reflected the magnitude of the mystery. 

Again the Aposticha hints at this: 

How art thou incarnate? 

How art thou crucified, 

For Thou hast not known sin! 

Make us understand like Thomas, 

That we may call out to Thee: 

“My Lord and my God, glory to Thee!” 

Sometimes faith is a struggle because we are so unaccustomed to joy. In 
this life, peace is often foreign to our experience and forgiveness rare. 
Sometimes, like Thomas, I doubt because of the brightness of the Divine 
Light. 

At other times, though, let’s simply admit this, we can doubt not because 
the mystery is so great but because the witness of Christians is so poor. The 
Apostle John tells his readers that their faith, their salvation, their lives as 
disciples of Christ, completes his joy. “John the Apostle” who at the Last 
Supper “leaned on the Savior’s breast,” the one who “understood the 
depths of theology,” (Aposticha, Thomas Sunday) comes into the fullness 
of joy when others become believers, fellow disciples of Jesus Christ and 
ministers of the Gospel. The “bosom friend and beloved” of God incarnate 
who “hast boldness before Him, never ceases to pray for our souls!” 
(Aposticha, John the Theologian) 



Everything that is done in the Church is done, or rather should be done, so 
“that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that 
believing you may have life in His name.” This is why, as we read in Acts 
of the Apostle “believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes 
of both men and women” (5:15, NKJV). 

By this standard, how well are we doing? Maybe not as well as we might 
want to think. 

In the last several years more than 200,000 Orthodox Christians have left 
the Church. For every one adult who joins the Church, 2.5 adults who were 
raised in the Church have left. While some who have left have gone to 
other Christian communities, something like a fourth of those who have 
left no longer have any religious affiliation at all. As for those who have 
joined the Church as adults, one in four have left (Pew US Religious 
Landscape Surveys, 2014). 

While some no doubt left because of hardness of heart, most I suspect left 
because they have not (for one reason or another) found the abundant life 
(see, John 10:10), the complete joy (see, 1 John 1:4) and the peace of God 
that surpasses all understanding (see Philippians 4:7) that they have a right 
to expect—and find—in the Church. 

This isn’t to blame anyone. My witness has often been poor. It is, however, 
to take serious the example laid out for us in the readings this morning. 

We are called by Christ to “make disciples of all nations” (see Matthew 
28:19) and to do so generously, sacrificially and joyfully. When that doesn’t 
happen—and the survey data suggests that it isn’t—people are kept out of 
the Kingdom of God and the Church withers away. 

But it doesn’t need to be this way! 

Our situation today is no worse, and in some ways quite a bit better, than 
what the Apostles faced on the first Pascha. God in Jesus Christ doesn’t 
turn away from me because of my lack of faithfulness. Rather, as He did 
with Thomas, He comes to me and renews in me “an upright spirit by the 



greatness of [His] mercy” (Troparion, Thomas Sunday) so that I can live as 
His disciple and be His witness! 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, let us reach out to Christ not just “with 
an eager hand” (Kontakion, Thomas Sunday) like Thomas but also with an 
open and willing heart like John so that each of us can live as “the true 
friend of the Trinity” (Litya, for John the Theologian). 

And, as the friends of God, let us “proclaim the truths of the teachings of 
the wisdom of God” (Doxastikon for the Apostle John), in faith proclaim 
the Resurrection of Christ, and in love and joy invite all to join us as 
disciples of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, to Him be glory and 
honor forever! 

 

Christ is Risen! 

+Fr Gregory Jensen 


