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Sunday, April 23, 2017-Sunday of St. Thomas

THIS IS A TWO WEEK BULLETIN
Schedule of Services and Events:
Sunday, April 23; 10:00 AM-Divine Liturgy
Sunday, April 30; 10:30 AM-Pro-Liturgy with Fr. John Nakonachny
Tuesday, May 2; 7:00 PM-Parish Council Meeting
Sunday, May 7; 10:00 AM-Divine Liturgy

Upcoming Events
May 20-Camp Nazareth Alumni Day
June 9-11-Camp Nazareth Family Camp
June 25-28-Diocesan Altar Boy Retreat
June 25-28-Young Women’s Encounter
July 16-22-Camp Nazareth

Our Adult Catechism classes are held every Monday at 7:00 PM. Please
bring your friends, neighbors and family members who want to learn more
about our faith!
Our Diocese is pleased to announce its fifth annual Family Camp
at Camp Nazareth this year in conjunction with Family Day. The
event is exactly what it sounds like. Families “camping” together
in the Camp cabins and participating in a weekend of services,
games, discussions, activities and challenges that are all designed
to help families deepen their relationship with God and with one
another.
Family Camp is scheduled for Friday, June 9 – Sunday,
June 11, 2017.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity for you and your
family. Space is limited to the first 10 families, so
register soon. Register online at campnazareth.org.
Registration closes after Friday, June 2. Visit
campnazareth.org for more information.

Fr. Nick will be at the Diocesan Clergy Convocation from April 24April 28. Following that, Fr. Nick will be at a family wedding April
28-May 1. Fr. John Nakonachny will be here next Sunday, April 30
for a Pro-Liturgy at 10:30 AM. If there are any emergencies while Fr.
Nick is gone, please call Fr. John Nakonachny at (440) 885-1509
or Fr. Anastasios Athanasiou at (412) 758-1068.

Prayer List
Living
Pani Donna (Smoley)

Thomas (Royko)

Kathryn (Royko)

Fr. James (Gleason)

Fr. Ronald (Hazuda)

Ethel (Rusyniak)

Fr. John (Zboyovski)

Angela (Hubiak)

Emerson (Sirilla)

Eileen (Bunevich)

Fr. George (Havrila)

Fr. George (Hutnyan)

Tiana (Hosta)

Virginia (Shymske)

Jakob (Hwang)

Matushka Katherine (Jula)

Jane

Myra (Fabian)
Departed

Virgilia (Nicula)

Peter (Tatsis)

Infant Nazareth (Mihaly)

Fr. Paul (Herbert)

Marion (Fallon)

Pani Martha (Zeleniak)

George (Smisko)

Jack (Cochran)

Helen (Spanovich)

Brandy

Anthony

Thomas (Krafick)

“Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects.” James 5:16
If you have someone you would like to be added to the prayer list, please see Fr. Nick

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Apr
29

Theodore Bunevich

May
5

Betty Kovach

To Ponder
“But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them
when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have
seen the Lord. But he said, Except I shall see in His hands —I will not
believe.
“As to believe carelessly and in a random way, comes of an overeasy temper; so to be beyond measure curious and meddlesome, marks a
most gross understanding. On this account Thomas is held to blame. For
he believed not the Apostles when they said, “We have seen the Lord”; not
so much mistrusting them, as deeming the thing to be impossible, that is to
say, the resurrection from the dead. Since he saith not, “I do not believe
you,” but, “Except I put my hand—I do not believe.” But how was it, that
when all were collected together, he alone was absent? Probably after the
dispersion which had lately taken place, he had not returned even then. But
do thou, when thou seest the unbelief of the disciple, consider the
lovingkindness of the Lord, how for the sake of a single soul He showed
Himself with His wounds, and cometh in order to save even the one,
though he was grosser than the rest; on which account indeed he sought
proof from the grossest of the senses, and would not even trust his eyes.
For he said not, “Except I see,” but, “Except I handle,” he saith, lest what he
saw might somehow be an apparition. Yet the disciples who told him these
things, were at the time worthy of credit, and so was He that promised; yet,
since he desired more, Christ did not deprive him even of this.
“And why doth He not appear to him straightway, instead of “after
eight days”? [John 20.26] In order that being in the mean time continually
instructed by the disciples, and hearing the same thing, he might be
inflamed to more eager desire, and be more ready to believe for the future.
But whence knew he that His side had been opened? From having heard it
from the disciples. How then did he believe partly, and partly not believe?
Because this thing was very strange and wonderful. But observe, I pray
you, the truthfulness of the disciples, how they hide no faults, either their
own or others’, but record them with great veracity.
“Jesus again presenteth himself to them, and waiteth not to be
requested by Thomas, nor to hear any such thing, but before he had
spoken, Himself prevented him, and fulfilled his desire; showing that even
when he spake those words to the disciples, He was present. For He used

the same words, and in a manner conveying a sharp rebuke, and
instruction for the future. For having said, “Reach hither thy finger, and
behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My
side” [John 20:27] He added, “And be not faithless, but believing.”
Seest thou that his doubt proceeded from unbelief? But it was before he
had received the Spirit; after that, it was no longer so, but, for the future,
they were perfected.
“And not in this way only did Jesus rebuke him, but also by what
follows; for when he, being fully satisfied, breathed again, and cried aloud,
“My Lord, and my God,” [John 20:28]. He saith, “Because thou hast seen
Me, thou hast believed; blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have
believed” [John 20:29] For this is of faith, to receive things not seen;
since,“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen” [Hebrews 11:1]. And here He pronounceth blessed not the disciples
only, but those also who after them should believe. “Yet,” saith some one,
“the disciples saw and believed.” Yes, but they sought nothing of the kind,
but from the proof of the napkins, they straightway received the word
concerning the Resurrection, and before they saw the body, exhibited all
faith. When therefore any one in the present day say, “I would that I had
lived in those times, and had seen Christ working miracles,” let them
reflect, that, “Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have believed.”
—St. John Chrysostom

